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APGO Educa�on Founda�on Launches New Flora Tab of Hamilton Area in 
Partnership with The Bruce Trail Conservancy on GeoscienceINFO.com 

 
May 13, 2024, Toronto, Ontario: The APGO Educa�on Founda�on (“APGOEF”) in partnership with the 
Bruce Trail Conservancy is pleased to announce the release of a new informa�ve tab describing common 
flora on the Chedoke Radial GeoHike in Hamilton (see Figure 1 for loca�on). This feature is the first of a 
series of upcoming flora tabs that will highlight the main vegeta�on types encountered in par�cular 
ecozones along the Niagara Escarpment and Bruce Trail. To see the new flora tab, visit the Chedoke Radial 
GeoHike page. 

 
Figure 1. Map showing the loca�on of the Chedoke Radial GeoHike (yellow star), located in Hamilton, 

Ontario. 
 
Ontario is divided into mul�ple “ecozones”; loca�ons in the same ecozone share a similar list of plant 
species that grow within it, and this list differs amongst ecozones. We have expanded the Chedoke Radial 
GeoHike to include a highly detailed chapter that describes over 50 of the most common plant species 
found in the area.  
 
The Chedoke Radial GeoHike is located in the Mixedwood Plains Ecozone, in southwest Ontario. The plant 
species found along this GeoHike can be categorized into three major groups: na�ve species, naturalized 
species, and invasive species. Na�ve species (see Figure 2) evolved in this area and were not directly 
introduced from a different environment. Naturalized species were transported from a different 
environment but have litle or no impact on the survival of na�ve species found here. Invasive species 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/e8ffe313977d489aa91134b881c5f1df/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/e8ffe313977d489aa91134b881c5f1df/


 

Suite 1100 
One Yonge Street, Suite 704 
Toronto, ON M5E 1E5 
Tel: 416-203-2746 Ext 40 
info@APGOEdFoundation.ca 

 
(see Figure 3) were transported from a different environment and pose a direct threat to the survival of 
na�ve species. Each plant highlighted along the Chedoke Radial GeoHike is characterized by a photo and 
a descrip�on. 
 

 
Figure 2. Annual fleabane flowers, a na�ve plant 
species found along the Chedoke Radial GeoHike. 

 
Figure 3. Dog strangling vine leaves, an invasive 
plant found along the Chedoke Radial GeoHike. 

 
 
The Mixedwood Plains Ecozone flora chapter was developed by Dr. Daniel Dick at McMaster University, 
Adam Brylowski at the Bruce Trail Conservancy, and Dr. Deana Schwarz, P.Geo., at APGOEF. It is the first 
descrip�ve chapter of an ecozone in southwestern Ontario to be released on GeoscienceINFO.com and 
aims to enhance public knowledge of trails in Ontario using a hands-on and virtually accessible approach. 
We plan to highlight descrip�ons of flora in different ecozones along the Niagara Escarpment in our 
GeoHikes along the Bruce Trail in the future. 
 
About the APGO Educa�on Founda�on 
 
The APGO Educa�on Founda�on (“APGOEF) is a registered charitable organiza�on under the Canada Not-
for-profit Corpora�ons Act, registra�on number 84604 5052 RR0001.  
 
The purpose of the charity is to advance the educa�on of the public in the area of geoscience by: 

• Holding lectures, presenta�ons, and conferences on geoscience both in person and virtually to 
introduce geoscience to high school and university students as well as enhance the knowledge of 
the general public. 

• Providing scholarships to post-secondary students for the study of geoscience in the final year of 
a Bachelor of Science (B.Sc.) degree program. 

• Providing bursaries to immigrants to Canada who are interna�onally trained geoscien�sts and 
have demonstrated financial need for comple�on of licensure procedures for registra�on as 
professional geoscien�sts (P.Geo.s) in Ontario. 

 
APGOEF provides funding to support innova�ve geoscience educa�on projects working with university 
geoscience departments, community groups and not-for-profit organiza�ons across Ontario.  Please see 
our website at www.apgoedfounda�on.ca 

http://www.apgoedfoundation.ca/
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GeoscienceINFO.com an innova�ve one-stop spot for the public for informa�on about the earth beneath 
their feet.  This new website provides interes�ng informa�on on all facets of geoscience.  A par�cularly 
exci�ng feature of GeoscienceINFO.com is the highligh�ng of virtual fieldtrips in different areas in Ontario.  
This enables viewers to experience and learn about the geology of an area while traversing it digitally in 
ESRI ArcGIS OnlineTM and StoryMapsTM.  Informa�on on the latest discoveries and news in the world of 
geoscience is featured on the website, on our blog Beneath Your Feet: A Geoscience Blog,  as well as on 
our social media.  
 
If you like our work, please consider making a tax-deduc�ble dona�on to support our programs. 
To Donate - htps://www.canadahelps.org/en/chari�es/apgo-educa�on-founda�on 
 
For further informa�on: 
 

Bill Pearson, Ph.D., P.Geo., Chair 
Email: chair@apgoedfounda�on.ca 

 

 

Deana Schwarz, Ph.D., P.Geo., Manager 
Email: manager@geoscienceinfo.com 
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